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All Saints Church BS23 2NL: Junction All Saints’, Queen’s & St Joseph’s Roads:   

Sunday Services 
9.00am: Mass (said)    

10.30am: Parish Mass (choral) 1st and 3rd Sunday at St Saviour Hall, 2nd,4th 
and 5th Sunday at All Saints  

 

Weekday Services 
10.00am: Wednesday Mass 
 10.00am: Thursday Mass 

 
10.00am: EVERY Saturday: Mass 

1st Saturday: Requiem Mass 
2nd Saturday: Walsingham Mass 

3rd Saturday: Healing Mass 
    4th Saturday: CBS Mass 

5th Saturday: Mass  
 

 All Saints’ with St Saviour is affiliated to The Society under the patronage of 
Saint Wilfred and Saint Hilda, also Forward in Faith and is under the extended 

Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.   
 

             
         All are welcome 

 

Parish Priest 
 Father Andrew Hughes 01934 204217              

fatherandrew@sky.com 

 

Associate Priest 
Father Stuart Boyd 01934 627897 

sboyd2015@hotmail.com 

 

Hon Assistant Clergy 

Father David Parkinson 01934 708125 
dtparkinson@talktalk.net 

 

Father Arthur Payne 01934 615522 
aepayne630@btinternet.com 
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ASH WEDNESDAY  
“To know and unfold dark things to sinners” 

 

 
Early in Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan describes how 

his hero, Chris-tian, makes it through the Slough of 
Despond and enters the house of a man called Interpreter. 
In the house he sees a picture of a preacher “a very grave 
person…it had eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of books 
in its hand, the law of truth written upon its lips, it stood as 
if it pleaded with men” Christian asks the meaning of the 
picture. Interpreter explains – “The man whose picture this 
is can beget children, travail in birth with children, and 
nurse them…his work is to know and unfold dark things to 
sinners” 
“To know and unfold dark things to sinners” 
 

Ash Wednesday is a moment when we hear things we 

might rather not hear. When we reflect on sin, our own 
mortality, our frustration at the situation we find our-selves 
in and the hard choices we are called to make. Our liturgy 
demands we take sin seriously, as one writer says ‘it aims 
to renew our capacity to blush’. We are called to relocate 
ourselves, to arrive at a place of profound revulsion and 
deep shame because that is the place from which we can 
begin to get sin in perspective, as we under-stand how sin 
disfigures the image of God in ourselves, our community 
and our national and global society. Sin is an affront to the 
One who has created, blessed, entrusted, called and 
moved among us with fearsome self-giving grace. Create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts, we pray in our 
collect. But the message of Ash Wednesday is the 
reminder that we are not stuck with those blushes, but 
given the capacity to move on. 
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The great monastic writer Thomas Merton wrote: ‘The 

cross of ashes, traced upon the forehead of each 
Christian, is not only a reminder of death but inevitably 
(though tacitly) a pledge of resurrection…The cross, with 
which the ashes are traced upon us, is a sign of Christ’s 
victory over death.’ 
 

This year Ash Wednesday begins on 26th February and 

we mark the occasion at All Saints’ with Sung Mass and 
the imposition of Ashes at 12 noon. As we stand with 
millions on the cusp of Lent we will enter a moment of 
opportunity. To be forgiven, to be reconciled with God, is 
to accept change and implications of that change as we 
stand in God’s faithful presence. That is the promise to 
grasp. By knowing and unfolding those dark things we 
move towards a greater light as we find Christ’s grace to 
grow in holiness, deny ourselves, take up our cross and 
follow him, this Lent to Easter and beyond. 
 
Fr Andrew 
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Pick up your Bible with a new 
joy 
 

Martin Niemöller was a Lutheran Pastor, best known for his 
opposition to the Nazi party during the 1930’s. As a consequence 
he was imprisoned between 1938 and 1945, first in the 
Sachsenhausen and secondly in the Dachau concentration camps. 
He was fortunate to survive these experiences and, on his release, 
became a pacifist and a committed campaigner for nuclear 
disarmament.  
 
A former U Boat Commander, in his book, ‘From U Boat to Pulpit’, 
he wrote about what the Bible meant to him during his 
imprisonment which included years of solitary confinement. He 
wrote: ‘The word of God was simply everything to me, comfort 
and strength, guidance and hope, master of my days and 
companion of my nights. The bread that kept me from starvation 
and the water of life which refreshed my soul. And even more, 
solitary confinement ceased to be solitary.’  

These extraordinary words remind me of the hymn ‘Lord thy 
word abideth,’ the first three verses of which are are:  

Lord, thy Word abideth,  
and our footsteps guideth;  
who its truth believeth  
light and joy receiveth. 
 
When our foes are near us,  
then thy Word doth cheer us,  
Word of consolation,  
message of salvation. 
 
When the storms are o'er us,  
and dark clouds before us,  
then its light directeth,  
and our way protecteth. 
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The Bible is still the most published and the most read book in the 
world. What makes it unique however, is that the books of the 
Bible were inspired by the Spirit of God and is the place where 
Christ is found and proclaimed and where God speaks. And St 
Paul, writing about the scriptures (The Old Testament) said, ‘For 
everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through endurance and encouragement of the scriptures we 
might have hope.’ (Romans 15:4) 

As we come to Lent might I suggest that we pick up our Bibles 
with a new joy, with fresh eyes and with a renewed determination 
to spend time each day reading the Bible. If we do we will find, as 
Niemöller and countless other people before us have done, that the 
Bible is indeed the Word of Life, the pathway to Jesus and the 
doorway to salvation. If we are looking for comfort and strength, 
guidance and hope we can find all 
those things within its pages. 

The Right Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells 

 

 

 
The Locking Deanery Prayer 

 
 Heavenly Father, On the coast and in the countryside, in 

the town and in the village, we, your people, commit 
ourselves to living and telling the story of Jesus. You 

know our minds, what’s on our hearts, our plans and our 
dreams. Send your Holy Spirit and inspire our work, that 
young and old, churched and unchurched, may grow in 
the knowledge and love of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. Amen 
<><><><> 
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Somerset Crime Beat Trust 
“Unlocking Potential” 

 
In 2019 our Carols by Candlelight service and the Freemasons 

Rose Carol Service raised funds for the High Sheriff of Somerset 
charity, Somerset Crime Beat Trust, specifically supporting a youth 

project in Weston-super-Mare helping 15 young people from the 
Bournville and Oldmixon area. 

 
The aims of the Charity are:- 

▪ To promote a safer and improved quality of life through the 
prevention of crime.  

▪ To provide young people with the opportunity to use their 
energy and imagination to develop crime prevention 
initiatives.  

▪ To advance education amongst the young people about the 
cause and effect of crime, as well as the dangers of alcohol 
and solvent abuse. 

 
 

On Sunday 26th January the 
High Sheriff of Somerset, 

Johnnie Halliday attended the 
morning mass and was 

presented with a cheque for 
£1,000, this being the sum 

raised at the Carols by 
Candlelight service (including 

gift aid) 
 

 
 
 

 
The Freemasons Rose Carol 

Service raised £538 (including gift 
aid). So, a total of £1,538 was 
raised for this most worthwhile 

venture supporting youth activities 
in the county of Somerset. 

Somerset Freemasons also 
presented a cheque to the charity 

for £10,000 at the actual Rose 
Carol Service in December. 
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LENT 2020 
 A book I plan to read during Lent is Richard Burridge’s Four 
Gospels, One Jesus? I last read this book in 2010 and then wrote 
the following report for The Anchor, which I hope you will find 
interesting and helpful. 
  

FOUR GOSPELS, ONE JESUS? 
 The book of this title has formed the basis of my Lenten reading. 
First published in 1994 this book, written by Richard A Burridge, 
sets out to examine the four traditional images (symbols) of Jesus 
as represented by the lion (St. Mark), the human face (St. 
Matthew), the ox (St. Luke) and the eagle (St. John). 
  
Those of you who have studied the interior of All Saints’ will be 
aware of the seven statues carved by Zwink on the pulpit. These 
show St. Mark with a lion, St. Matthew with an angel, St. Luke with 
a bull and St. John with an eagle, the other three being St. John 
the Baptist (lamb), St. Paul (sword) and St. Peter (key). 
  
Burridge reminds us that the origins of the four symbols lie in the 
visions of the prophet Ezekiel at his call (1. 4 – 28) and St. John 
the Divine when he saw a door open into heaven (Revelation 4). In 
both visions, creatures around the throne of God are described 
with the four images of a human face, a lion, an ox and an eagle. 
  
Traditionally, according to Burridge, the symbol always associated 
with St. Matthew is the human face, symbolizing, revelation and 
intelligence. He writes that, according to the Old Testament, the 
definition of being human is to have understanding which comes 
through the Spirit of God in a person; human beings (he writes) 
male and female together, are made in the image of God. 
Understanding, and perhaps dominion too, suggests the symbol of 
a teacher. So, according to Burridge, this human face of God may 
be seen throughout St. Matthew’s Gospel as the Teacher of Israel. 
(Zwink’s choice of an angel may simply be a reference to the 
importance of angelic visitations in connection with the birth of 
Jesus and, quite spectacularly, to announce his resurrection. 
Perhaps someone can enlighten me!). 
  
Burridge works on the generally accepted assumption that 
Matthew and Luke had Mark’s Gospel in front of them and used its 
material as a basis for their own Gospels, around 90% of Mark’s 
Gospel being found in Matthew and about 50% in Luke (John is 
considered to have worked independently).  
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However, in doing so, they made various adjustments to the 
information to suit the ideas they wished to convey. 
  
Matthew’s picture of Jesus, then, is of a very human teacher with 
his Gospel structured around five great blocks of teaching. Mark 
shows Jesus having a fast-moving ministry. The time is always 
now and things are urgent. He is a bounding lion (like Aslan in the 
Narnia stories, says Burridge) with everything happening 
“immediately”, “at once” or “straight away”. 
  
St. Luke’s image (the ox) is of the bearer of burdens. “In the 
absence of machinery (writes Burridge) the ox was the ancient 
world’s most powerful engine, a symbol of divine strength.”  So 
Jesus is depicted as the universal beast of burden who cares for 
the lowly, the poor, the sick, for the women and for Gentiles, and 
carries their burdens. 
  
John’s Gospel is different. Jesus is a high –flying eagle. Burridge 
puts it this way – “John’s picture begins with the high-flying 
perspective of the Prologue (in chapter 1- Fr. D), but throughout 
the narrative, Jesus never loses this knowledge; he is aware of his 
own pre-existence with God.” And he concludes what he has to 
say about Jesus in John’s Gospel in this way – “The Word who 
was God in the beginning is now acknowledged as God at the end. 
Resting effortlessly on its wings, the eagle has wheeled around full 
circle. Its journey has taken it from the heights of the Prologue to 
the depths of the earth, and back again. All that has happened is 
that the divine has returned to the divine, and the eagle to its nest 
in the bosom of the Father.” 
  
In his concluding pages, Burridge asks of these portraits, “How can 
we respect their diversity, yet seek the one person behind them?” 
 He thinks we can but “only within the context of worship”. 
  
What the book did for me was to send me back to the Gospels to 
read them in the light of these four symbols as treated by Burridge. 
But then, my reading of the Gospels sent me back to the book for 
further reflection. It is a short book – only 179 pages – but well 
worth looking at and it provided me with stimulating Lenten 
reading. 
  
Angela joins me in sending best wishes and every blessing for 
Easter. [17/03/2010]. Angela now joins me in sending best wishes 
and every blessing for Lent 2020. 
Fr. David 
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World Day of Prayer 
 

 
 

On Friday March 6th. 2020 this 

service will be at 
St. Nicholas Church, Uphill Road 

South, Uphill, Weston-super-Mare 
BS23 4SD at 2.30pm. 

 
 

This year the service has been arranged by the women of Zimbabwe 
with the title ‘“Rise”, take up your mat and walk’. 
It would be good to share our worship with you. 

 
You may be interested in a brief history of this service. 

In the 19th Century mission boards were mainly male. Women in North 
America joined together to pray and work with women and children with 

different Christian denominations, this grew and spread to Canada. 
Mrs. Grace Fergan brought the news back to the British Isles in the 

1930’s and by the 1960’s 127 countries were joining together in prayer. 
Originally it was known as Women’s World Day of Prayer, but after a 
recent survey it was decided to make the service more inclusive and 

delete the word Women’s from the title. However, women from all over 
the world still compile the service. 

 
We hope you will be with us in Uphill and join this great wave of 

worldwide prayer starting in Samoa and following the sun around the 
globe. 

 
For your help, buses No‘s. 5 & 20 run locally to Uphill. 
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Top TEN reasons why God created Eve 

 

10. God was worried that Adam would frequently become lost in the garden 

because he would not ask for directions. 

9. God knew that one day Adam would require someone to locate and hand 

him the remote. 

8. God knew Adam would never go out and buy himself a new fig leaf when 

his wore out and would therefore need Eve to buy one for him. 

7. God knew Adam would never be able to make a doctor's, dentist, or 

haircut appointment for himself. 

6. God knew Adam would never remember which night to put he garbage 

on the curb. 

5. God knew if the world was to be populated, men would never be able to 

handle the pain and discomfort of childbearing. 

4. As the Keeper of the Garden, Adam would never remember where he left 

his tools. 

3. Apparently, Adam needed someone to blame his troubles on when God 

caught him hiding in the garden. 

2. As the Bible says, It is not good for man to be alone! 

1. When God finished the creation of Adam, He stepped back, scratched his 

head, and said, "I can do better than that." 
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Some Reflections on the Eucharist (Part 2) 
 

Philip Pughe-Morgan 
 

In my earlier article, I explained the purpose of the Eucharist as 
summarised by Fr Lawrence Farley of the Orthodox Church of America, 

and began to set out some of the main themes in his book, ‘‘Let Us 
Attend: A Journey through the Orthodox Divine Liturgy.’ 

 
 
I’d now like to follow up with further detail of the main parts of the 
Eucharist as we move on into the service. I should add at this point that 
the Eucharist or Liturgy referred to is the main Liturgy of the Orthodox 
Church as practised by churches of the eastern tradition. For those of us 
of the Orthodox western tradition, the format we follow is more nearly 
aligned with the historic services of Western Christendom. However, the 
main features of the service, coming as they do from the earlier Jewish 
form of worship, are applicable and relevant in both eastern and 
western services. 
 
The Liturgy we pray today has undergone many changes, developments 
and evolutions in the past centuries. It begins now with the mighty and 
triumphal opening benediction, ‘Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!’ to which the assembled church 
responds, ‘Amen!’ Through this opening cry we utter a prophetic shout 
of defiance; we throw down a gauntlet before the feet of the world, 
offering a ringing challenge to all the dying and deadly values of this age. 
For the world around us, the earthly land in which we celebrate that 
Liturgy, is a world of lies. 
 
So, in recognising these cultural distortions as her rivals, the Church 
denounces them as false gods that cannot save. Thus, in the opening 
benediction we make our cry of defiance; in it we refuse all other paths 
and lift up the name of the Trinity alone. And when the celebrant 
proclaims this truth and this Kingdom, the assembled Church, destined 
for that Kingdom, responds, ‘Amen!’ This seals what has been said, and 
the celebrant’s benediction, through the amen, now becomes the prayer 
of the Church. 
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The amen is not superfluous but essential, revealing the nature and 
dignity of the lay people in the Church. The celebrant cannot utter the 
amen to his own prayer, for that is the job of the assembled faithful; 
without them and their liturgical response, there can be no Liturgy and 
no Church. That is why an Orthodox priest cannot celebrate the Liturgy 
without a 
congregation. Without 
the amen, the priest’s 
opening benediction 
remains no more than 
his individual pious 
wish, his devout and 
private prayer. But when the congregation responds, ‘Amen,’ the priest’s 
utterance becomes the opening prayer of the Church, the first note in 
the Church’s song, the first movement of the journey to the Kingdom.  
 
The clergy are priests for no other reason than because they express the 
prayer of the royal priesthood, the Church. The bishop ordains the priest 
as a presbyter, an elder, because he embodies the priesthood of the 
Church, which in turn embodies the eternal priesthood of Christ, the 
only true Priest. By uttering this first amen, the laity reveal themselves in 
all their divine dignity as the priestly people of God. 
 

 
 We now move on to the next stage in the 
service, the Great Litany. This is called ‘great’ 
not only because of its length, but also 
because it sums up the totality of our needs. 
The Church here sweeps up the whole world 
in her great and loving arms, and offers it up 
to God to be blessed and sanctified and 
saved. The job of a priest is to offer sacrifice, 
and the Church as God’s royal priesthood 
offers the world back to God.  
 

‘In peace let us pray to the Lord.’ So we pray, and this encompasses 
many things from ‘the salvation of our souls’ to ‘the peace of the whole 
world’ in all its aspects. The Anglican Litany provides a comparable 
prayer for the many needs we wish to see expressed. To each of these 
petitions and needs, the faithful lift up the cry, ‘Lord, have mercy!’  
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Though the English word ‘mercy’ has a rather juridical feel, the Greek 
has a wider meaning; the Church prays not only for pardon, but also 
blessing, strength and rescue. The ‘mercy’ we beg includes ‘steadfast 
love,’ ‘lovingkindness.’ 
 
At the culmination of all these petitions, 
we ’commemorate our most holy, most 
pure, most blessed and glorious Lady 
Theotokos (Mother of God) and ever-virgin 
Mary, with all the saints.’ A Christian in this 
world never stands before the Lord alone, 
but always as part of the vast family of 
God, the Church of Christ. As a family we 
rely on the prayers of the rest of the 
Church, especially the prayers of our 
Blessed Lady and all the saints.  
 
One final historical note: The great litany originally did not come at this 
point in the service, but rather as the intercessory prayers of the people 
after the reading of the lessons and the dismissal of the catechumens. 
(This is where our prayers of intercession still fall at All Saints’.) Only 
from the thirteenth century onwards was it recited at its present place. 
What did this signify? Fr Lawrence suggests that this reveals the pastoral 
heart of the Church. In the present form of the Byzantine Liturgy, the 
first thing the faithful do when they assemble is to pray for the world. 
Before the assembly does anything else, before the initial rounds of 
praise, before the celebrant and people formally greet and bless one 
another, before the reading of the Holy Scriptures, the Church kneels 
before the needy of the earth in an intercessory act of kenosis (self-
emptying) to pray for the whole world. Christ is the Saviour of the world 
and, following her divine Lord, the Church keeps the whole world close 
to her heart. 
 
After praying the Great Litany, the assembly takes three more steps 
towards its Kingdom destination by singing three antiphons or psalms. 
They have a fascinating history. Unlike today, when each parish in a city 
functions separately as a self-contained unit, in cities like Constantinople 
during the time of Saint John Chrysostom in the fourth century all the 
churches in the city formed a single integrated whole, presided over by 
the bishop and surrounded by his people. The main church in the city 
served the Liturgy on Sundays, and all the people of the city belonged to 
the main church.  
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But they also went together to the other churches when called upon to 
do so, such as on feast days. In those days, given the smaller size of 
cities, such processions were small. For example, on the feast day of 
Saint John the Forerunner, the people would form a procession to go 
from the main church to the church of Saint John to serve the Liturgy 
there, and they would sing hymns as they went. These hymns were the 
antiphons. The cantor would sing a verse or two of the psalm and the 
people would sing the refrain, and so on. The people came to like these 
hymns so much that they eventually became a fixed part of the Liturgy, 
even though there was no longer any procession on the way to church. 
 

 Between the antiphons of praise, the priest 
offers prayers. Originally, when the people 
sang the antiphons in procession, the deacon 
introduced each prayer by saying, ‘Let us pray 
to the Lord!’ after which the priest said a 
prayer and the people responded by saying, 
‘Amen.’ Later, the priests said their prayers 
silently, and the deacon expanded his 
invitation to pray by chanting other petitions 
as well to give the priest time to say his 
prayer quietly, apart from the people. Thus 
the ‘little litany’ was born, with the deacon 

chanting the petition, ‘Again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord.’ 
After the deacon finished this little litany, the priest would chant aloud 
the final exclamation of his prayer so that the people could respond with 
the Amen. 
 
Finally, during the third antiphon, the clergy and their attendants make a 
procession with the Gospel. This is a vestige of the original practice of 
the clergy entering the church for the first time at the beginning of the 
Liturgy, bringing the Gospel book with them. In the days of Saint John 
Chrysostom, the clergy would enter the church with the Gospel book 
and go straight into the altar, so that the service proper could begin. The 
Gospel book was carried for a practical purpose only; the deacon (who 
kept it in his home for safekeeping) brought it with him to church. But 
now that the Church keeps the Gospel book on the altar table, the 
carrying of it has a deeper meaning. It shows that Christ is among us, and 
we venerate the book as we would Christ, carrying it reverently with joy 
and in high triumph, with an honour guard of lights and incense.  
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So, we do not sing the antiphons and all the Divine Liturgy in memory of 
one who is dead and parted from us. We sing as an explosion of joy at 
finding Christ alive and in our midst. The Gospel procession during the 
third antiphon reveals what our thunderous singing is all about. 
 
Following the antiphons we take the next step in our journey, the 
entrance with the Gospel, sometimes called the ‘little entrance’ to 
distinguish it from the ‘great entrance’ done later with the gifts of bread 
and wine. Originally this marked the initial entrance of all the clergy into 
the church building, but nowadays it is not so much an entrance as a 
circuit; the priest exits the altar and makes a circular procession through 
the nave before returning to the altar. 
 
But the meaning remains the same; the Church solemnly enters into 
God’s holy presence, becoming the liturgical assembly of the people of 
God. Having left the world and exited this fallen and dying age, the 
people assemble in one place, entering the church and God’s eternal 
Kingdom. In the Divine Liturgy, we are not alone in our praises. Though 
there may be only a few people in church, the building is still thronged 
with multitudes of the heavenly host. In the Liturgy we join our voices to 
a mighty heavenly chorus; the orders and hosts of angels and archangels 
stand about God’s throne and chant their thrice-holy hymn.  
 
This prayer of the entrance reveals something else fundamental to our 
worship: its location. It does not take place on earth, but in heaven, for 
the angels enter with us and serve with us as we glorify God. Where do 
the angels stand as they sing to God? Not on earth, but before his throne 
in heaven. Therefore our worship actually takes place in heaven, before 
God’s very throne, for in the Liturgy we ascend from earth to heaven. 
We may think the Eucharist takes place in London or Bristol or Weston, 
but it does not. These are merely the places in which the local churches 
gather. The Eucharist occurs in the Kingdom. 
 
As the third antiphon reaches its conclusion, the deacon sings out, 
‘Wisdom! Stand upright!’ An introit verse is then sung, and the clergy 
and attendants enter the altar. There are only a few times in the service 
that the deacon exhorts us to ‘stand upright,’ and this occasion indicates 
that our entrance into the presence of Christ is about to culminate, and 
we must stand upright to greet our King. 
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As the final part of the entrance, after the clergy have entered the altar 
area, we sing the Trisagion hymn. Originally intended as an entry chant 
with verses of Psalm 80, the psalm dropped away in later years, leaving 
only the refrain, ‘Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on 
us,’ repeated three times and followed by the Gloria. This hymn reflects 
the vision of Isaiah, when he saw God on his throne surrounded by 
seraphims, who called out to one another, ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 
Hosts! The whole earth is full of Your Glory!’ The prayer of the Trisagion 
is a theological masterpiece, balancing God’s transcendent holiness and 
his saving condescension. 
 
We now reach the point in the service where we receive the first of a 
number of blessings from the celebrant. During the singing of the 
Trisagion, the clergy leave the altar and process to what is known as the 
high place, an elevated place at the extreme east end of the church in 
which, classically, are a number of seats or thrones. The central seat is 
reserved for the bishop, with others assigned to the concelebrating 
priests. (In western churches the bishop’s seat or cathedra is often set in 
another part of the building.) As this procession approaches the thrones, 
the deacon asks the main celebrant to bless the people, which he does 
as well as blessing God who sits on his throne in heaven, thus 
acknowledging that all authority comes from him. 
 
This procession is a survival from the time of Saint John Chrysostom in 
the fourth century, when the bishop entered the church and the altar 
area, blessed the thrones, greeted the faithful with a greeting of peace, 
and then sat down for the readings of Scripture. Though the 
accompanying service has been modified a little down the centuries, the 
main features remain the same. When the celebrant reaches the high 
place, he turns to greet the people. (This is the practice of those 
following the Slavic liturgical tradition, while it has been lost to those 
following the Greek liturgical tradition.) 
 
In places where this blessing is given, it’s easy to miss the significance of 
this brief exchange and to regard it as some meaningless religious 
formality introducing the readings. However, the blessing and the 
people’s response to it are vastly more important than this. Firstly, the 
celebrant does not merely greet the people, but he invokes God’s peace 
upon them. Such greetings have a long history in the Bible.  
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The greeting was not simply a wish for peace, it was also a bestowal of it. 
By invoking peace upon them, the celebrant bestows the presence of the 
Lord himself. In the Eucharist, Christ is truly in our midst, and this 
presence transforms us. The timing of this blessing is important for, 
having assembled, we receive the Lord’s peace as the preparation for 
hearing his Word. 
 
Given the fact that the Eucharist is primarily addressed to God, priest 
and people talk to each other a great deal. This dialogic characteristic of 
the Eucharist reveals that the priest and people stand together in a unity 
of encouragement. The priest does not stand apart from the people, as if 
he were the source of blessing and they simply the passive recipients of 
his blessing. Rather, they both stand together in a fundamental solidarity 
of need, both needing blessing from God, both needing encouragement. 
The priest indeed blesses the people and encourages them to draw near 
to God. But they also bless him in return and encourage him to draw 
near to God with them. Though they may have different liturgical roles 
and duties, all alike stand in need of encouragement and of receiving 
blessing from their common Lord. 
 
There then follow the readings, with which we will be very familiar 
through our own practice at All Saints’. To understand their significance, 
we need to escape from our word-congested modern age and travel 
back to the past. The Christian Church, built as it is upon the foundation 
of Judaism, is a Bible Church, finding its joy in ta biblia, ‘the books.’ From 
the days of the apostles, the Christians would meet together in a synaxis 
or gathering for the purpose of listening to readings from the Scriptures. 
For many Christians these synaxes formed their main exposure to the 
Scriptures. 
 
The Church read so much scripture in those early days that the faithful 
needed a break from listening. In between the readings was inserted a 
psalm which they would chant, so alternating concentrated listening 
with spirited singing. And, following the readings from the Old 
Testament and the writings of the apostles (the Lessons), there came the 
full glory of the Gospel reading. After the Gospel came an act of daring, 
which is still observed today. After the words of Christ in the Gospels, 
another will dare add something! For traditionally the celebrant 
preaches the homily after the Gospel: talk about a hard act to follow! For 
the task of the preacher is not to offer his own views or opinions, his 
task is to interpret the sacred words just proclaimed, and that is why he 
preaches immediately after all the readings. (To be continued.) 
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Exhibition of full size Shroud of Turin 
replica and other artefacts 

Over the Easter weekend, the 11th, 12th and 13th April 2020 a full-
size replica of the Shroud of Turin (of which there are only 10 and 
only one touring the UK) plus other artefacts including a full-size 

tomb with rolling stone will be exhibited at All Saints’ Church 
Rockwell Green near Wellington. 

The Shroud of Turin exhibition includes a beautiful 15-foot replica 
image which is a photograph printed onto cotton by an American 
photographer, Barrie Schwortz, who was the official photographer 
at the STuRP (Shroud of Turin Research Project) examination of 
the Shroud in 1978. 

Pam Moon the curator of the exhibition says, “The genuine Shroud 
of Turin which shows the image of a man who has been crucified 
is preserved with great reverence in the Cathedral of Turin and the 
full-length replica is very rare. The exhibition has travelled widely 
and has been on display at Westminster Cathedral, Dublin Pro-
Cathedral and Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. 

“It is possible to get an idea of the Shroud from television pictures, 
books, magazines and newspapers articles, but seeing it in its 
entirety is very challenging and moving. 

“One of the purposes of the exhibition is to show how brutal 
crucifixion really was and to tell the story of the crucifixion of 
Jesus. The exhibition includes original Roman nails, a replica whip 
and a spear.  And there are information boards about art, history 
and the latest research on the Shroud. 
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“No-one understands how the image appears on the Shroud.  The 
STuRP team discovered it is not a painting; not a photograph and 
not a scorch but they could not determine the cause of the image. 
In December 2011 Italian scientists attempted to ‘identify the 
physical and chemical processes capable of generating a colour 
similar to that of the image on the Shroud’ by using short bursts of 
ultra violet light, using lasers.  They managed to re-create a small 
section of cloth with some of the properties of the Shroud (at least 
at a microscopic level) by this method. They concluded that ‘some 
form of electromagnetic energy (such as a flash of light at short 
wavelength)’ created the image on the Shroud of Turin.   As ultra 
violet lasers were not available to medieval forgers it opens the 
possibility that the Shroud is actually Jesus’ burial cloth, the image 
being created at the point of resurrection.” 

One of the scientist’s Dr Paolo Di Lazzaro Prof Paolo Di Lazzaro, 
the head of the team, said: “When one talks about a flash of light 
being able to colour a piece of linen in the same way as the shroud, 
discussion inevitably touches on things like miracles and 
resurrection. But as scientists, we were concerned only with 
verifiable scientific processes. We hope our results can open up a 
philosophical and theological debate but we will leave the 
conclusions to the experts, and ultimately to the conscience of 
individuals.” 

The Italian team’s research follows on from the work of other 
scientists like Dr Ray Rogers who was able to show that the area of 
the Shroud taken for radiocarbon date was highly contaminated 
by cotton additions and dye. 

ALL SAINTS’ welcomes visitors to see the exhibition and make 
up their own minds about the Shroud of Turin. 

It will be open from 10am to 4pm on the 11th and 13th and from 
11am -4pm on Easter Sunday. 

Entry is free, donations appreciated. Morning tea/coffee, cake; 
ploughman lunches and afternoon cream teas will be served. 

Please can coaches or large parties’ phone at least a couple of days 
ahead if requiring lunch. Contact Veronica 01823 662966, or 

Angela 07971498828. 
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Religion and reality 
Humphrey Reader 

 

About ten years ago the Diocese’s Manna magazine published an issue 
devoted to money matters, and one problem covered was personal debt 
which had reached worrying levels. With insufficient income to cover the 
essential bills, debts accumulate fast, so people resort to extra credit 
cardsi or loan sharks, especially as interest payments accrue at an 
increasing rateii. But a loan is not income – the cards will ‘max out’ 
resulting in yet more final demands.  
 
These demands, and bank and credit-card statements, will be stashed 
somewhere unopened as a vicious circle of increasing debt and 
increasing fear develops which is more and more difficult to break. 
Finally, the debtor seeks help. A financial adviser quoted by Mannaiii 

describes what then happens:  
Some debts go back years… The team visit people’s homes in pairs, and 
are usually handed a big carrier bag of unopened bills, bank statements 
and final demands when they arrive. They then sift through these 
documents and create a financial statement… The first meeting is an 
extraordinary occasion. It’s usually quite emotional, because our clients 
are talking about everything that’s gone wrong over the past 2 or 3 
years. They’ve been agonising about spilling the beans for ages and – 
suddenly – everything’s on the table. There’s a real sense of 
unburdening in those first meetings.  
 
But when reality is faced, the feeling is one not of more fear and more 
anxiety, but of enormous relief. Fear of reality, not reality itself, is the 
issue.  
 
This may seem blindingly obvious, but let us take things a little further. 
There are individuals who have been firmly at odds with the minimalist 
ethic of survival, of worldly success. Within the Judaeo-Christian 
tradition are the Old Testament prophets who endured great hardship to 
tell uncomfortable truths, and the intriguing book of Job who kept faith 
with God despite complete destitution. Nearer our own time are those 
who also withstood extreme hardships in the name of truth. Of especial 
note is a former Bishop of Birmingham, interned by the Japanese after 
the fall of Singaporeiv, who endured torture but ended up forgiving his 
abusers and confirming them into the Christian Faith.  
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And not only Christians of course. Christ Himself gave us the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan, and I have from time to time referred to one 
Vitežslav Gardavsky, a determined Marxist and atheist who wrote ‘God 
Is Not Yet Dead’v. He vigorously denies any religious allegiance, either 
open or covert and that of course must be respected. However, by 
sticking to his particular (and more generous and open) interpretation of 
Marxism he found himself dismissed from his professorship in 
philosophy and assigned to delivery driving and other manual work 
whilst still being harassed by the Communist authorities. He died in 
1978, largely from exhaustion. And I cannot complete this section 
without referring to gay couples in countries like Iran and Uganda who 
persist in ‘being themselves’ despite incurring severe legal penalties 
together with beatings-up and other abuse which the police pretend not 
to see. Not all self-expression is weak-minded self-indulgence.  
We live in an age where everything is relative and there seems to be no 
absolute truth. This at first seems liberating. Humankind has grown out 
of the need to obey a Stern Father God and His divinely-ordained and 
unquestioned social norms, so that like naughty children away from their 
parents’ eye, humans do what they like! However, it is one thing to 
question the existing expressions of faith, social order and intellectual 
assumptions – this is sometimes very necessary. It is quite another to 
assume that there is no such thing as objective truth, an idea thrown up 
by the ‘post-modernist’ school of philosophy forty or fifty years ago. 
According to this, ‘objective truth’ is an illusion put about by those who 
happen to be in powervi and in its denial of absolute, objective and 
external reality it is probably the only true atheism. Thinkers as diverse 
as Professor Gardavsky, Richard Dawkins, Rowan Williams, John Stott – 
and Karl Marx - and Plato and Aristotle – took for granted the demands 
of external reality.  
 
Compared with these – a tiny random selection from (perhaps) the ‘the 
great multitude which no man can number’vii – Post-Modernism is a 
defeatist cop-out, and in this age of fake news and rising populist 
authoritarianism it is essential we maintain a grip on objective reality. If 
Donald Trump tells us that huge crowds turned out to line Pennsylvania 
Avenue for his inauguration, but video shot by an independent source 
shows big gaps in the crowds, then Donald Trump is lying. Unfortunately, 
the fight against disinformation and alternative reality is not always so 
simple. The rise of social media enables demagogues and conspiracy 
theorists not only to believe in nonsense like the Flat Earth and 
pernicious ideology (e.g. Neo-Nazism), it also enables them to build a 
serious following. Worse still is the ability to dub false speech and video 
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onto otherwise trusted figures. As IT accelerates ever faster, so the 
temptation to escape from reality to comfortable lies and fantasies 
becomes ever more difficult to withstand. True freedom is the freedom 
to be told what we don’t want to hear.  
 
What has this to do with the Christian tradition, including its less 
comfortable teachings? Quite simply it is that reality is the ultimate 
vocation. There are lies and delusion on the one hand, and truth and 
reality on the other, and we either choose to follow or to turn away from 
truth. This is something which mirrors the urgent choice at the heart of 
our faith. More: human personality is deeply part of reality, and that 
arguably implies Trinitarian Faith - the Three Persons of God.  
 
Unfortunately, we now run into an instant problem. Many secular 
modernists claim is that religion is an escape from reality, whereas what 
we should be able claim is that religion is the act of facing reality at all 
levels, whether mundane or ultimate. How has this come about?  
Here we need to face some uncomfortable truths. ‘Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church’viii, said the Saviour to Simon bar-
Jonah. We need a Church, a place where we are gathered before we are 
sent, where those of like minds and like understanding can support each 
other. An uncomfortable truth however is that institutions and 
organisations have serious potential faults, and the Churches being 
Christ in the world does not grant immunity via some magic force-field. 
Instead, the Churches’ claim to speak for God makes them uniquely 
vulnerable to the temptation of abuse of power. This has been 
demonstrated countless times, not only in the recent revelations of child 
abuse but also down the ages in the instinct to control people and 
smother opposition. Part of all Churches’ mission must be a fierce 
realism about the temptations to censorship and abuse unique to 
organisations. Not only would they get a sound grip on their own 
problems, but they would also earn the respect rather than the 
contempt of secular society.  
 
But perhaps the greatest challenge to the Faith is secular society’s 
rejection of the supernatural. Again, and again, some secularist in the 
Guardian, on YouTubeix and elsewhere will tell the world that we 
Christians believe in a fantasy Sky God or Pixie, Imaginary Friend, and 
similar. On the surface, a belief in miracles (and that includes the 
Resurrection) appears archaic and irrational especially when linked to 
God as a super-charged mediaeval absolute monarch who brooks no 
argument and interferes supernaturally on divine whim.  
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No wonder so many moderns react with disgust. Rather than moan 
though, we would do better to explore and communicate the deeper 
meaning of miracle, and especially of the Resurrection. Where we see 
the triumph of Life at its deepest level, the secular world sees ‘a 
conjuring trick with bones’. The miracles of Christ also carry many levels 
of meaning – water to wine, restoration of sight (many, many layers of 
meaning here relating to seeing reality as it is) and healing which is not 
just physical but being at peace with reality in all senses of the word. 
God as Being or Reality itself rather than a Being really does seem to 
make sense of much Christian teaching, and of its universality.  
 
Take for instance the Ten Commandments, often dismissed as ‘Bronze 
Age religion’. These, in their essence, are the basis of any functioning 
society which requires trust and basic order and a grounding in ultimate 
reality. A superficial reading of this God makes him something to be 
dismissed as simply another tribal deity, but taken in the context of the 
deep Christian teaching against idolatry it is a reminder that only the 
deepest, fullest reality will satisfy. God’s name – YHWH – is 
unpronounceable and this seems to be deliberate, as if, ultimately, Israel 
is following not some local deity but something elusive, mysteriousx but 
ultimately far more real. At one of the crucial turning-points of the Old 
Testament, God says to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’xi. Reality, 
unconditioned. And in the New Testament, the Beatitudes and the 
Magnificat remind us that all people are sacred in the sight of God and 
cannot be simply used and abused. At Christmas, Fr Andrew preached on 
‘parallel lives’ where we block off the divine depths of others, especially 
from other cultures. That is, we are warding-off an intensely personal 
reality.  
 
Finally, for a modern description of Hell read George Orwell’s Nineteen 
Eighty-Four. Totalitarianism is ultimate control and manipulation, an 
increasingly desperate flight of the powerful from reality. When we look 
at regimes like North Korea, like the Nazis, like the Communists, we see 
the truly appalling results of this, and can maybe take more to heart 
Christ’s and even St John the Divine’s fiery talk on Hell. Rather than 
depicting a Heavenly Sadistic Tyrant, these symbolise forcefully what is 
at stake when we deny reality.  
 
Next time I’ll build further on God as fullest reality, partly in relation to 
those who follow God’s will and demonstrate the workings of His Spirit 
outside the Christian Faith, and partly in relation to art, music and 
science.  
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Finally, we can, thanks to modern communications, learn much from 
other faiths, for instance Buddhismxii. It is no coincidence that as the 
Christian faith expanded in Apostolic times, it was gradually perceived 
that specifically Jewish customs and taboos were not essential to the 
spread of the Faith, and indeed could be an obstruction. We need to ask 
similar questions now, particularly with respect to other religions, LGBT+ 
and general culture-war issues. We need humbly to recognise the virtues 
of the modern-day ‘Samaritan’ as well as expressing confidence in Christ. 
<><><><> 

iOne thing I have observed as a supermarket checkout operator is the 
large amount of plastic in customers’ wallets, often including several 
payment cards.  
ii Suppose a payday lender hands over £500 repayable at 20% a month 
interest. After one month (if not repaid), the debt is £500x1.2=£600, after 
two months, £720, and after 1 year, £4,458.05p.  
iii Manna issue 15.  
iv Bishop Leonard Wilson, 1897-1970 who was Bishop of Singapore from 
1941-49. He kept up morale in Singapore, was interned in Changi jail and 
tortured in connection with a plot to sink Japanese warships in harbour. 
After the war some of his tormenters converted to Christianity through 
his efforts. (Source: Wikipedia. Referred to by Fr Peter Bolton in one of his 
sermons.)  
v English translation: Pelican Books 1972 and still available for purchase 
online.  
vi I draw your attention to Radio Four’s mini-series on George Orwell’s 
thoughts at 9:45 on weekdays from 20/1/20 to 24/1/20 and available 
subsequently on the BBC iPlayer.  
vii Revelation 7:9-11. However much, we may disagree with those on this 
list, they have all wrestled in one way or another with final reality.  
viii The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 16 verse 18  
ix Online video service  

x Think of ‘the pillar of smoke by day, and the pillar of fire by night’ – and 
contrast this mysterious entity with the very solid Golden Calf.  
xi Exodus 4:14.  
xii The suggestion has been made that at some stage Jesus visited 
northern India and/or Tibet, and there picked up Buddhist insights. 
Sufficient evidence for this very far-fetched notion is, however, lacking!   
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Aches and Pains 
 

I receive a newsletter from Ray Collins, this was an interesting 
article I repeat for your information (Terry) 

 
Been a weird old winter hasn’t it? And lots and lots and lots of rain. 
 
Like many people in the UK, you might have noticed that your 
aches and pains are worse at the moment. 
 
The exact link between cold weather and pain aren’t totally 
understood yet, but theories include: 

• In colder weather your body conserves heat, sending more 
blood to organs like the heart and the lungs. When this 
happens, the blood vessels in the arms, legs, shoulders 
and knee joints contract. Less blood flow makes those 
areas colder, which can cause pain. 

• Lower temperatures cause your tissues to contract, adding 
pressure to your nerves, increasing pain. 

• A drop in pressure causes the gases and fluids in your 
joints to expand, adding yet more pressure to the nerves 
around them.  

• The lack of sunlight in the darker months means you have 
less vitamin D in your system, which is essential for strong 
bones and healthy cartilage. 
 

This link is not just anecdotal either… 
 
There is research out there which proves there is a very real effect 
of winter weather on pain 
For instance, a Swedish Study in the International Archives of 
Occupational and Environmental Health showed that men who 
worked in lower temperatures had higher rates of neck and back 
pain. Another European study found that 67% of osteoarthritis 
sufferers reported more pain in cold weather. 
 
Other conditions shown to be affected by the cold are gout and 
migraines. 
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So if you’re among these seasonal pain sufferers, then I highly 
recommend you carry around this special pen gadget – it can help 
relieve pain in minutes whenever you feel a flare-up:  
Press this pen to the sore bit… 

 
And feel it work in minutes 
The size of a large pen, it’s small 
and lightweight enough to slip into 
your purse, briefcase, bag or coat 
pocket. You can easily keep it in a 
glove compartment, bedside table 
or office desk drawer. 
 
Whenever you feel twinges in your 
joints and muscles, you can whip it 
out and relieve the problem there 
and then. 
 
Simply hold it against the area 
where it hurts, press a switch and 
electromagnetic currents start to 
pulse your pain away! You should 
feel an effect within minutes. 

 
Painsolv is a class 2a medical device that uses electromagnetic 
therapy to help you manage and reduce symptoms of the 
following: 
  
Joint pain, Backache, Knee pain, Sciatica, Frozen 
shoulder, Repetitive strain injury (RSI), Sports injuries, Foot or heel 
pain, Muscle aches, Cramps, Headaches, Neck stiffness, Poor 
circulation, Leg ulcers 
Pressure sores and Varicose veins 

 
With this biomedical device you may not need to rely on 
painkillers and anti-inflammatories. 
 
The pulsed electro-magnetic field technology in Painsolv was 
originally developed behind the Iron Curtain by soviet scientists. 
 
They discovered that when you pulse a magnetic field through 
bone fractures and injured tissue, it quickens the healing process. 
 
And here’s why… 
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Each one of your body’s hundred trillion cells contains energy-
producing mitochondria. But when you suffer an injury or trauma to 
a part of your body, your cells stop working properly and the 
mitochondria stop producing the energy which your body needs to 
heal itself. When electro-magnetic pulses are emitted, it helps 
blood and oxygen flood into the damaged area – not only helping 
to RELIEVE pain, but also helping to REPAIR the root cause of the 
pain. 
 
Think of it like jump-starting a worn-out car battery which provides 
a vital spark or stimulus to get energy flowing back into the 
malfunctioning part. 
 
Once discovered, this technology was used by medical staff in the 
Russian clinics for over 60 years, but it didn’t arrive in the West 
until the Americans got hold of it. In recent years, the technology 
has come to these shores in a handheld version which can be 
used at home rather than at expensive private clinics. As Dr 
Gordon Atherley, a specialist in occupational medicine and public 
health, wrote in The Pharmacist: 
 
“Pulsed electromagnetic wave field therapy has been used 
regularly in Eastern Europe for decades, based on research and 
clinical studies by clinicians and scientists alike. It is non-invasive, 
safe and painless and should be employed more in the UK 
healthcare market.” 
 
All you have to do is press a switch and apply it directly where it 
hurts. Then let your body’s natural painkillers begin to work. You 
can even use it over the site of prosthetic implants such as hip and 
knee replacements. This is a safe, non-intrusive way to help 
relieve pain. 
 
Only a few words of caution… 
 
Don’t get this device if you are an epilepsy sufferer who does not 
use prescribed medication, or if you’re in the first trimester of 
pregnancy. Also, it is not to be applied directly to the carotid artery 
immediately beneath your ear lobe, as that can cause a headache. 
  
Otherwise, this is a winter must-have if you suffer from pain. This 
simple device could help your body mend itself so effectively your 
joint or muscle pain could reduce dramatically in a fortnight. 
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE FOOD 

BANK 

Help us make hunger a thing of the past  

In the last year, the Trussell Trust’s food bank network distributed 

1.6 million three-day emergency food parcels to people in crisis, a 

19% increase on the previous year. 

More than half a million of these went to children. 

This is unacceptable. 
 

Going to bed hungry  Missing meals to feed the children 

 
 

Not having enough income to cover the basics 
Having to be referred to a food bank 

 
 

! OUR COLLECTION BOXES ARE AT THE BACK OF 

THE CHURCH and ALSO AT ST SAVIOUR HALL! 
 

 

 

 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE FOOD 

BANK 
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The Church is registered with easyfundraising and 

we need your help!  

easyfundraising is a great website where you 

can help All Saints Church Weston-Super-Mare 

raise funds simply by doing your everyday online 

shopping with over 3,600 big name retailers like 

Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, 

eBay, Boden, and M&S. 

Every time you shop, we receive a small donation 

to say ‘thank you’ and it’s completely free too! We 

want to raise as much as possible so please sign up 

and help us at  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintschwsm/  

++++++++++++++++++ 

WALSINGHAM 2020 

BOOKINGS being taken for 
this year’s pilgrimage see 
Janice to reserve a place.  

We shall leave after mass 
on Sunday 6th September 
and return after lunch on 
Sunday 13th September. 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintschwsm/
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27th Nov 2019 – 26th Jan 2020 

PEOPLE in the PEWS and POUNDS on the PLATE 
Services People Week Collections Envelopes 

Wed (incl Earlfield Lodge), 

Thurs & Sat 

 

20 

   

SUNDAY 1st Dec Advent I 47 48 £36 £90 

Advent Carol Service 20    

Wed, Thurs & Sat 12    

SUNDAY 8th Dec Advent II 40 49 £36 £113 

Wed, Thurs & Sat 13    

Carols by Candlelight 250  £459 £341 

Rose Carol Service (Masons) 150  £72 £358 

SUNDAY St Saviour Hall 

15th Dec Advent III 

 

46 

 

50 

 

£43 

 

£177 

Wed (incl Earlfield Lodge) 

Thurs & Sat 

 

20 

   

SUNDAY 22nd Dec Advent IV 43 51 £28 £230 

Carols St Saviour Hall 31    

Midnight Mass 69  £111  

Christmas Day 19    

St Stephens Day 2    

Fri 27th Dec Funeral 14  £105  

SUNDAY 29th Dec Holy Family 40 52 £33 £129 

Wed, Thurs & Sat 11    

SUNDAY Epiphany 

5th January 2020  

St Saviour Hall 

 

37 

 

1 

 

£30 

 

£67 

 Wed, Thurs and Sat 15    

SUNDAY Baptism of the Lord 

12th January 

 

46 

 

2 

 

£63 

 

£144 

Wed &Thurs 13    

SUNDAY 2nd in OT 

19th January St Saviour Hall 

 

46 

 

3 

 

£25 

 

£119 

Wed, Thurs and Sat 17    

SUNDAY 3rd in OT  

26th January 

 

46 

 

4 

 

£84 

 

£101 
Communion of sick -Home visits 20    

DEC Standing Orders  £1,160 
JAN Standing Orders  £1,160 

TOTALS 1087  £1,125 £4,189 
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DECEMBER 80 Club Draw 

the last draw 

Prize Value Winner 

1st £12 11 Alan Yeates 

2nd £10 45 Dave Colston 

3rd £8 77 Diane Guy 

4th £6 17 Lucy Vinnicombe 

 

Time for a joke 

 

The Sunday school teacher had her class around 
her and was teaching the class about the Easter 
story and the resurrection of Christ. “What did 

Jesus do on this day?” she asked the class; to 
which there was no response, so she decided to 

give the boys and girls a bit of a clue. “The word 
you want” she said “starts with the letter R.” 
Quick as a flash one boy blurted. “RECYCLE!” 
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The Blackbird 
(and the rustle of Spring) 

 

A Startled Blackbird stutters into shadows 
As evening falls 
On cold and uninviting, quickening night. 
No ploughman homeward plods his weary way- 
Here’s Town! Over suburban garden walls 
See cheerful beams, 
In maisonettes, combating shrinking light. 
 

The anxious Blackbird’s chat, 
Flavour of frost, 
Dim silhouettes, offset 
By friendly glow, those neighbouring dwellings, 
Such warming rays! And at our house - conspire, 
Antagonize, 
Against Autumnal chilled negating’s. 
 

Discordant days and longer nights, enfold 
Our garden’s life: 
Wild creatures will aspire tranquillity; 
The leaves on trees beside our boundary wall 
Decay, and flutter – dead; 
Bare, latticed branches 
Query neighbours’ gardens privacy. 
 

But hasten on! Till Resurrection buds 
Begin to peep, 
And Winter’s storms and snow forbid retracing; 
Numinous verdant haze on trees and shrubs, 
New leaves enrobe the branches – Blackbird sings 
again 
Confident songs of sunshine, 
Every dark night abrogating! 

KG 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Everyone welcome 

 

5th April Palm Sunday 
9am Mass at All Saints 

10.30am Parish Mass with Procession and Blessing of 

Palms at St Saviour Hall  

 

Monday in Holy Week 
7pm Mass at All Saints 

 

Tuesday in Holy Week 
7pm Mass at All Saints 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week 
10am Mass at All Saints 

 

Maundy Thursday 
7.30pm Solemn Mass of the Last Supper, Washing of 

Feet and Procession to the Altar of Repose at All Saints  

 

Good Friday 
10.30am Stations of the Cross for families at All Saints  

2pm The Liturgy at All Saints  

 

Holy Saturday 

8pm Vigil and First Mass of Easter at All Saints  

 

Easter Sunday 
9am Mass 10:30am Solemn Mass at All Saints 
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CATRIN FINCH – ‘QUEEN OF HARPS’ 
‘Catrin has done more than anyone in harp history 

to bring her instrument to a wider public’.  

 

It’s not every day that 

a world-famous, 

former harpist to 

Prince Charles, 

performs in Weston, 

but on Friday 17th 

April at 7 pm we 

welcome 

internationally renowned Catrin Finch for a recital in our 

beautiful church.  

Catrin Ana Finch was born in Llanon, Ceredigion, and began 

learning the harp at the age of six. By the age of nine, she had 

passed Grade VIII harp exam. She was a member of 

the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain at the age of 

ten, becoming the youngest of its members ever to play at The 

Proms 

Finch's award-winning musical career began in 1999, when she 

won the Lily Laskine International Harp Competition in 

France. In 2000, she won the Young Concert Artists International 

Auditions in New York City, subsequently performing at 

London's Wigmore Hall. She was later appointed Official Harpist to 

the Prince of Wales, an office reinstated by Prince Charles and 

which had been vacant since the reign of Queen Victoria. She 

continued in the post from 2000 to 2004, and since then has 

performed with many of the top orchestras, collaborated with 

many different composers and performers, and been active in 

promoting music with the younger generation and in the 

community.   

We are delighted to host this unmissable concert by Catrin on 

Friday 17th April at 7 pm, and we hope that you’ll tell all your 

friends about it. Tickets cost £15 in advance or £18 on the 

door, and can be bought from Jude Forth. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Llanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceredigion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Youth_Orchestra_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Proms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Proms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_Concert_Artists_International_Auditions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_Concert_Artists_International_Auditions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wigmore_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Official_Harpist_to_the_Prince_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Official_Harpist_to_the_Prince_of_Wales
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WHATS ON  
@ All Saints & St Saviour hall 

 

Wednesday 5th February 11am Mass at All Saints followed 

by Fish and Chips at the Atlantic Fish Bar midday. 
 

Shrove Tuesday 25th February Midday at All Saints Hall 

Soup and Roll followed by Pancakes 

Saturday 14th March 7.30pm Costanzi Concert All Saints 

Church 

Friday 17th April 7pm Catrin Finch Recital at All Saints 

Church 

Sunday 19th April 6pm Andrea Monk Spring Piano Concert at 

All Saints Church 

Friday 8th May is VE Day special service plans in progress. 

Saturday 9th May the James Family present a lunchtime 

concert of 1940’s and 1950’s songs Midday start. 

Sunday 10th May special Sunday commemoration service 

being planned. 

Saturday 16th May 7.30pm in All Saints Church, Weston 

Choral Society Spring Concert 

Saturday 23rd May 6pm in All Saints Church the Amici 

Singers on tour give a concert. 

Saturday 6th June 3pm in All Saints Church Richard Lennox 

Concert. 

Saturday 13th June 10.30am at St Saviour Hall it’s the 

Summer Bazaar. 

And much more planned for the rest of the year.  
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Meeting of the Parochial Church Council 

for the Parish of All Saints with  

St Saviour held in All Saints Church, BS23 

2NL on Monday 2nd December 2019 
 

 

1. Members Present and apologies  

Fr Andrew Hughes (Chairman and Priest-in-Charge), Terry Edwards 

(Lay Chair, Treasurer and Secretary), Fr Stuart Boyd (Associate 

Priest), Janice Rice (Sacristan), Diane Guy (Churchwarden), Philip 

Pughe-Morgan (Deputy Churchwarden) Joan R Beer (Deanery Synod) 

and Ray Armstrong (Deanery Synod). 

Apologies: Owen James (Churchwarden), Alan Yeates (Buildings 

Officer). Jude Forth (Safeguarding Officer), 

 

The meeting opened with prayer and a gospel reading. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September were approved and 

signed with no amendment. 

3. Matters arising and outstanding from previous meetings 

a) Mission and Outreach Standing Committee notes from 14th 

October were previously issued to the PCC.  It was agreed to 

procure a replica set of cross and candle sticks used on new altar at 

All Saints for the St Saviour Hall altar, Fr Andrew will order from 

Walsingham. A leaflet for St Saviour Hall to be prepared with 

services at Christmas and 2020 services into new year, also a 

message to the parish about baptisms, weddings and funerals. 2020 

services at St Saviour hall are the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 

month and Wednesday morning remaining at once a month after 

the third Sunday as per 2019. (Appendix 1 - 2020 schedule). Axe 

Cub Scouts have invited Jude and Fr Andrew to give a short talk 

and tour of All Saints Church on Wednesday December 4th. 

b) New set of reusable service books have been commenced the next 

one due is for the Advent service on the 15th December, which will 

also be used in Lent, followed by a special service book for 

Epiphany on 5th January. Further service books identified are OT2 

and Easter. Special celebrations for the 75th anniversary of VE day 

are planned, to cover VE Day on Friday 8th May, Saturday the 9th 

and Sunday 10th, Costanzi Consort to be invited to contribute to 

the Sunday service by Terry. The idea of “Community Choir” to 

be targeted at Chelis Theatre, Terry to provide contact details to 

Jude. Owen to report back on contact with The Potteries 

Community Centre in Langford Rd.  

c) Carol Service 11th Dec all planning on track, various dignitaries 

attending including the current High Sheriff of Somerset.  
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d) Archdeaconry Days Churchwardens and Fr Andrew to attend one 

of the 2020 venues 9.30am- 12.30pm, Saturday 25 January 2020 

@ Holy Trinity, Yeovil Saturday 15 February 2020 @ St Mary's 

Bridgwater, Saturday 22 February 2020 Christ Church, Clevedon. 

e) Churches Together after some discussion it was agreed that we 

maintain the status quo.  

f) Resub of Parish Share Survey 2019 this was completed and 

resets our position to the correct level. Parish Share info circulated 

to PCC.  

g) Hall Hire rates a review of existing hirers resulted in some rate 

changes that will net approx. £1,000 per annum extra rent. Also, 

the new hourly rate of £15 per hour for new users introduced with 

effect from 1st January 2020.   

h) St Saviour Hall Incident on Saturday 30th November a party that 

had been booked from 6pm until Midnight had various reports 

made by neighbours of loud music and general noise. Following 

complaints made to the Churchwardens Owen James visited the 

premises at approx. 11pm and was met with abuse and threatening 

behaviour, so the police were summoned. The hall was finally 

cleared at 1am on Sunday morning. Various fixtures and fittings 

had been broken and a general mess both in and outside of the hall 

was evident along with a considerable amount of empty alcohol 

containers. A significant amount of cleaning was required on 

Sunday and Monday. Replacement towel dispenser, bin and mirror 

also undertaken. It was agreed that Fr Andrew would address this 

matter with the hall hirer and also with our closest neighbour 

Hayden Taylor at Spreyton Guest House. In future no hires will be 

made for parties that occur later than 8pm unless the hirer is well 

known to the church. 

i) Giving Review progressing and all returns will be blessed at 

Sunday mass on 8th December.  

j) Compton Organ woodworm needs dealing with and a we are 

attempting to find someone who can do this work, however, it is 

proving difficult, at some point we will need to go back to the 

DAC and request assistance, if we cannot find someone. 

k) Lighting Rood Screen & Lady Chapel screen faculty had to be 

resubmitted via manual system as the electronic one was not 

working correctly.  Have requested help from Diocese in 

identifying potential grant body to assist with payment.  

l) Hall Repairs All Saints double door south porch and security to be 

dealt with in Spring 2020. St Saviour Hall internal decoration 

continues. used. 

m) High-level guttering Alan’s report clearly identified savings were 

made in the recent emergency repairs, however, we still have the 

https://bathandwells.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f85338d454a3ab7e902f0ef85&id=4174070d8a&e=f145aebd96
https://bathandwells.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f85338d454a3ab7e902f0ef85&id=67a48f8f5e&e=f145aebd96
https://bathandwells.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f85338d454a3ab7e902f0ef85&id=67a48f8f5e&e=f145aebd96
https://bathandwells.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f85338d454a3ab7e902f0ef85&id=9023cdf709&e=f145aebd96
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high-level rainwater works necessary that need grant support 

£75,000 plus. To be progressed with the Diocese.  

n) Architect replacement process to commence in new year to find 

suitable part time replacement, with a sub-group of Fr Andrew, 

Churchwardens, Secretary and Buildings Officer who will oversee 

the selection and appointment from the lists provided by the 

Diocese. 

o) PCC meetings 2020 the first meeting will be on Monday February 

3rd in church and the standing committee will meet on Monday 

27th January, The APCM is set for Sunday 19th April. 

p) Finances and Fundraising Terry stated that so far this year our 

regular giving was less than last year, but held some hope that the 

current giving review may assist in maintaining the levels in 2020. 

However, the outlook is bleak and we are heading towards another 

discussion early in 2020 about parish share. Concerts were making 

a good contribution, but this area like the Fayres/Bazaars is 

suffering from a lack of people to help and this will certainly cause 

a reduction in income. 

q) Concerts Terry read a report out from Jude that explained the new 

2020 programme that will not require so much input from helpers 

the lunchtime series conclude on Saturday 21st Sept with “Last 

night of the Proms”, several self-managed evening concerts yet to 

come. It is projected that the revenue from concerts will exceed 

£4,000 this year. Next year the lunchtime concerts will be reduced 

to two in Spring and September, we will be holding several 

evening one-hour concerts with no refreshments and no entrance 

but with a retiring collection. 

r) Safeguarding, Jude says at the time of writing there has been an 

area of concern, however, this has now been resolved. 

s) The Churchwardens, some administration matters need resolving, 

e.g. keyholders, these are being investigated for action. Rotas for 

2020 have been issued covering All Saints Church and St Saviour 

Hall, some matters related to refreshments remain in abeyance. 

t) Electoral Roll – the latest report shows 52, one deceased [+1 from 

2019 ER reform]. 

u) Deanery Synod. Joan summarised the last meeting on 3rd October 

with changes being discussed in some parishes, Weston College 

needs and mission work high on the agenda. The Candlemas 

Service of Light on 2nd February 2020 at 4pm is at St. Peters 

Milton. A new Mission Plan 2017-2022 for Deanery of Locking 

has been issued (58 pages). It was also noted that communications 

were lacking. Synod Agenda and Minutes of meetings were not 

being issued on time, or at all. Terry will contact the secretary of 

Deanery Synod. 
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The meeting closed at 11.54am with the peace and mass led by Fr 

Andrew. 

The next PCC meeting shall be held on Monday at 10am in Church on 

3rd February. 

Item    Matters for action    Assigned 

1. Mission and Outreach    Fr Andrew 

2. Archdeaconry Days    Fr Andrew 

3. St Saviour Hall actions    Fr Andrew  

4. VE Day Planning     Fr Andrew 

5. St Saviour Hall Incident    Fr Andrew 

6. The Potteries Centre    Owen  

7. LED Lighting     Alan 

8. Compton Organ woodworm   Alan  

9. Hall internal decoration    Alan 

10. 2019 Giving Review    Terry 

11. Grant Applications     Terry 

 

 

Summary Reports for 3rd February 2020 meeting  

a. 2019 Finances & 2020 Budget 

b. Buildings 

c. Concerts/Safeguarding 

d. Deanery Synod 

e. Churchwardens 

f. Electoral Roll  

g. Fr Andrew end of meeting report. 

 

These minutes shall be published for information purposes only, any 

errors or omissions will be ratified at the next PCC meeting prior to 

sign off.  
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A chaplain for Hinkley Point C 

 “I love being with people in their lives, I love being available 
for people.” 

 

Ewen Huffman has been appointed Chaplain to the country’s 

largest construction site at Hinkley Point C in Somerset. 

Employed full-time he will be located on-site and will support 

more than 4,500 workers. Ewen’s appointment grew out of the 

Churches Together in Somerset  partnership and their work with 

Hinkley Point C. He was  commissioned by Somerset Church 

Leaders on 8 January 2020. 

Bath and Wells Chaplaincy Development Adviser Mike Haslam, 

who helped to create the role said: “It has been good to work 

with the team at Hinkley Point C who have recognised the value 

of wider spiritual care in creating the best possible environment 

for the workforce. It’s wonderful to be able to create a 

chaplaincy to serve the Hinkley community which will grow to 

5,600 people at the peak of construction.” 

Ewen has been in ordained ministry for more than 30 years, 

most recently as Lead Pastor of Creech St Michael Baptist 

Church. He has also served as volunteer chaplain to Somerset 

West and Taunton Council. “I love being with people of all 

faiths and none. That’s what it’s all about. I totally believe the 

church exists for those outside it, so being a chaplain is what I 

really want to do.” 
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“My experience of being a chaplain at the council has shown me 

that people are sometimes under pressure at work, but when they 

speak to me often what they want to talk about are the issue of 

the soul. You talk to them about work, three minutes in and they 

ask you questions like, ‘Do I have to do this for the rest of my 

life? Or they ask questions about what life is all about.” 

In the long-term Ewen hopes to establish a team of volunteer 

chaplains to work alongside him. He knows from experience 

that being visible is a great help in his role. He’s already joined 

the Hinkley choir and has plans to visit the canteens and coffee 

bars to meet people where they are.“ 

You know you’re getting somewhere when people are talking 

your message for you, when they say ‘there’s this chaplain 

bloke, he’s religious right, but he’s okay, he listens – why don’t 

you talk to him.” 

It is his faith which drives Ewen’s love of chaplaincy. “We are 

there in Jesus’ name, and as Christians we carry God’s presence. 

It’s not surprising that a little bit of listening goes a long way 

because God so longs to be in people’s lives and help them. I 

suppose I am a little gate keeper through which he might touch 

people’s lives.” 
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“May the sun bring you new energy by day, may the 
moon softly restore you by night, may the rain wash 
away your worries, may the breeze blow new strength 
into your being, may you walk gently through the world 

and know it's beauty all the days of your life.” 
 
 

Choosing to smile even when you are having a bad 
day doesn't mean you're being fake.  

It means you're choosing to focus on all the reasons you 
have to be thankful instead of the reasons you have to be 

stressed. 
 

 

You can't change what has already happened, so don't 
waste your time thinking about it. Move on, let go, and get 
over it. Life is short. Don’t be afraid to go after what makes 

you happy. 
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John West (Contractors) Limited is a family run building business, 

established in 1960, and based in Weston-super-Mare. 

 

We undertake all aspects of building work together with plumbing, 

heating and electrical works.  

 

Our offices are located within a 6000 sq ft industrial unit close to and 

within easy reach of the M5, and include a well-stocked internal store 

complete with full-time store manager.  

 

We employ over 40 local people covering all trades & office 

administration and have a fleet of over 30 vans.  

 

As well as general building, plumbing, heating and electrical we provide 

each of the following trades ‘in house’: Bricklaying, carpentry, 

decorating, plastering, rendering and roofing.  

 

We provide a comprehensive property maintenance and repair service for 

a wide range of commercial organisations together with both domestic 

and private clients.  

 

We have all the necessary accreditation’s, approvals and memberships 

including Federation of Master Builders (FMB), Gas Safe, NIC EIC, 

ECB, Exor and Constructionline.  
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The Parish of All Saints with St Saviour 

Weston-super-Mare CONTACTS 

Visit our website: www.allsaintswsm.org 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Churchwardens 

Diane Guy 01934 249180 
Owen James 01934 522956 owely@live.co.uk 

 

Deputy Church Warden 
Philip Pughe-Morgan 01934 261216 email: philippm@sky.com 

 
PCC Treasurer, Secretary and Vice chairman 

Terry Edwards 01934 522026 e-mail: terrycedwards@gmail.com 

 

Sacristan 
Janice Rice email: jmr1602@hotmail.com 

 
Director of Music 

Gordon Pullin e-mail: newtreakles@gmail.com 

 
Webmaster 

Steven Edwards e-mail: stevecoolguy@gmail.com 
 

PCC Members and sub-committees of the PCC 
The PCC consists of the Priest-in-Charge, Associate Priest, Churchwardens, 
Deanery Synod Representatives, Joan R Beer & Ray Armstrong, Jude Forth 
(Safeguarding Officer), Philip Pughe-Morgan (Deputy Churchwarden), Terry 

Edwards (Treasurer and Secretary), Janice Rice (Sacristan)  
and Alan Yeates (Buildings Officer) 

Standing Committee 
Fr. Andrew Hughes, Fr. Stuart Boyd, Terry Edwards 
 Janice Rice, Jude Forth, Diane Guy & Owen James 

Concert Committee 
 Jude Forth (Chair), Roger Ellery, Barbara Ellery, Janice Rice and the 

Standing Committee 
Fundraising Committee 

Sandy Flood, Joan M Beer, Joan R Beer and the Standing Committee 
 

 
 
 

Parish Office 
St Saviour’s Hall, Locking Road, BS23 3EN. Tel: 01934 415379 

E-mail : allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com 

Open 10am-12noon Wednesday to Friday Enquiries for baptisms, banns, 
weddings, funerals, and the booking of both halls to the Parish Office 

 

The articles in this magazine are the responsibility of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Clergy, Churchwardens or Parochial Church Council. 

Editor: Terry Edwards 

Printed by St Saviour Press 
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